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APPOINTMENT OF A CORONER IN NORTHERN IRELAND -

FIXED TERM

The Lord Chancellor has appointed Joanne Donnelly to the office of Coroner in
Northern Ireland.

Joanne Donnelly was sworn into office before Sir Brian Kerr, the Lord Chief Justice
of Northern Ireland, on 15 September 2008. The Presiding Judge for the Coroners
Service, Mr Justice Weir, and John Leckey, senior coroner, were present for the
ceremony.

Note to editors

The appointment is for a fixed term period of three years and has been created to
assist with the timely disposal of ongoing coronial business while a number of high
profile and complex cases are being dealt with.

Joanne Donnelly was educated at the Queen’s University Belfast and has a
Masters Degree in Criminology and Criminal Justice. She was admitted as a
solicitor in September 1996 and worked in private practice before joining the
Northern Ireland Court Service in 1998.
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